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First United Methodist Church 
702 Avenue A  Opelika, AL  36801 

334-745-7604 

www.fumcopelika.org               www.thehubopelika.com 
 

The Communicator             May 19, 2017 

 

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR SENIORS!!! 

A certain physician wrote during the high school graduation of his son these words: 

     The band is playing a version of “Pomp and Circumstance” as the graduation class march to their seats. 

We parents stand at attention, pride, and nostalgia churning in our already hyperactive stream of 

consciousness.  So many feelings, so little time to process them, to understand.  Are we happy or sad or 

Both?  This is a ceremony of accomplishment, pride and sorrow, expected as it was, still defies 

comprehension. 

     My son’s separation from me overrides all ceremony.  From his infancy, I fed him blended pears and 

cottage cheese.  I became familiar with diaper rash and Desitin.  I was there when he grew up in the 

sandbox, the bath at bedtime . . . I taught him to throw and catch every kind of ball, coached his baseball 

teams and vicariously lived his glories and his defeats. 

     When I saw my son parading in with a bouncy lightness that extended to his face, I was transported to a 

dusty road 16 years ago. Heavy with his new skill of walking, he let go of my hand and ran 15 feet ahead, 

turned and ran back to me with a sense of accomplishment on his face and an exuberant pride in his voice, 

“I love running Daddy, running!” 

     The ceremony moves on.  The students will soon be marching out.  My wife hands me the camera.  A 

lump is forming in my throat again.  I raise the camera.  He grins, a little boy’s response, proud and shy 

together, as peculiarly his as his fingerprint.  I snap the shutter.  He holds the diploma open and more teeth 

and pride show.  He is alongside me now.  I look at my son looking at me in the eye with full-blown 

attention.  He reaches out his hand as he fills me with his look. 

     There is a feeling in his face, a warmth and depth unexpected in this public place.  A sweet boy with me.  

Silent with his feelings, especially the tender ones, he speaks two words from a place deep enough to bring 

tears to his eyes, “Thanks Dad!”  He is gone now.  I am drowning in a feeling of love that makes me want to 

cry and shout for joy, an experience beyond price, staging or repetition.  “Goodbye running boy, goodbye!” 

     There comes a time in all of our lives when we must “let go and let God” have His way with our family 

members.  Someone once said, “Good parents give their children roots and wings. . .Roots to know where 

home is and wings to fly away and exercise what has been taught them.”  We are proud of all of our 

graduates and their families.  

  

 

  Harrison Bentley (son of Matthew & Sue Bentley)  

 

Jake Carter (son of Shanna Ullmann & Jason Carter) 

  

McKenzie Dukes (daughter of Keith & Trinchua Dukes)                  

 

Weldrin Ford (son of Weldrin Ford, Sr. & Deidra Thornton) 

 

Davis Gafford (son of Trey & Dana Gafford) 

 

Brice Hilyer (son of Brent & Becky Hilyer) 

 

Neely Stutts (daughter of Lee & Julia Stutts) 

 

Walker Styron (son of Mally Futch) 

 

John David Worth (son of Bobby & Julie Worth)  

 

2017 High School Graduates: 
 

http://www.fumcopelika.org/
http://www.thehubopelika.com/


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                    Servants in Christ — Week of May 21, 2017 
Greeters: 8:30 am – Becky Bailey & Melba Cosby; 11:00 am – Jo Lovell & Bob Ingram    

Music for Meditation: Nathan Goff  

Cross Bearer: 11:00 am – Will Levins                            

Acolytes: 8:30 am – Bryce Speakman & Carlyle Blackmon; 11:00 am – Kyle Epperson & Dale Stutts   

Ushers: 8:30 am – Blake Epperson (Captain); Alan Bryant; Perry Caldwell; Myles Tatum 

11:00 pm – Mike McKee (Captain); Jim Levins (Co-Captain); O. D. Alsobrook; Macy Finck; Bill Levins; John Mitchell; 

John Rice; Anthony White 

Sound:  8:30 am – David Vedder; 11:00 am – Nathan Goff 

Nurturing Notes: Pat Brown           

Welcome Notes: Barbara Sims       

Monday Flower Team: Vikki Hendricks, John & Connie Carver      

Visitation Team:  George Dyar, Bob Huskey, Randy & Jan Burke                 

Tuesday Office Volunteer:  Jo Lovell 

Prison Ministry Team: Fay Burns, Laura Fuller, Cynnie James, Margaret Rogers, Danielle Goff 

Hospital Visitors: Mon., May 22nd – Kevin Royal; Tue., May 23rd – Donna Moreman; Wed., May 24th – Judy Smith; 

Thur., May 25th – Rhonda Boothe; Fri., May 26th – Margaret Whittelsey       

     

  
 
 

 

                                                

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

OUR LIFE TOGETHER 

Sunday, May 14, 2017 

Attendance:  

Worship: 387 (142/35/210) 

Sunday School: 213  

  

GENEROUS GIVING  

General Fund:   

Given this week: $ 14,628            

Needed YTD:     $487,660       

Given YTD:       $447,620                    

                         ($- 40,040) 

 

Total Debt:  $493,381 
 
 

 

 

CELEBRATE RECOVERY 

meets every Wednesday @ 6pm at the HUB. 

 

No HURT is beyond HEALING 

      No HABIT is beyond HELP 

           No HANG-UP is beyond HOPE 

 With Jesus Christ as your HIGHER POWER 

  

 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                                                                                                    
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FUMC CALENDAR                                            
Sunday, May 21 

  8:30 am - Traditional Worship Service 

  9:45 am - Sunday School 

10:45 am - Contemporary Worship (HUB) 

11:00 am - Traditional Worship (Sanctuary) 

  4:30 pm – “One Accord” Youth Choir 

  5:00 pm – Jr Hi SN Youth  

  6:00 pm – Sr Hi SN Youth   

Monday, May 22  

Tuesday, May 23   

Wednesday, May 24 

  7:00 am - Men’s Devo (Library) 

  6:00 pm – Celebrate Recovery 

  7:15 pm – Chancel Choir 

Thursday, May 25 

Friday, May 26 

 

   

   

  

 
 

 
  

  

  

   

    

  

  

 

IT’S A GIRL!!! 

Congratulations to Melanie & Bill Smyly upon the birth of 

their daughter, Eva McFerrin Smyly.  Eva was born May 16, 

2017, weighing 9 lbs., 3oz. and 21 inches long. 

Her grandparents are Mike & Tamar Lisenby  

and Margaret Till is her great grandmother. 

Her big brother is Al.  

 

YOUTH  NEWS 

Summer Calendars are here! 

Start signing up for summer events and trips now! 

 

Sunday Morning Youth every Sunday in the Cross Cafe from 9:30 - 10:30am. Milk & cereal & Gods word! 
 

Graduation Sunday is May 21st at the 11am service! Seniors be on the sanctuary front porch at 10:45am. See 

y'all there!  

 
Sunday Night Youth on 5/21:  Youth Choir from 4:30 - 5:30pm 

5 – 7pm - Jr Hi Youth; 6 - Youth Supper; 6 – 8pm Sr Hi 

 

NO Sunday Night Youth on 5/28 

 

Youth Promotion is Sunday morning May 28th! Everyone moves up a grade. Graduating Seniors stay in the youth 

group until August.  

 

No Sunday Night Youth on 5/28 
 

Jr Hi Pool Party #1 is Tuesday, May 30th from 1pm-4pm at Mrs. Cynnie James’ house! Cooper, Angus, and Sig 

James grandmother’s house.  

 

Sr Hi Lake Day #1 is Wednesday, May 31st from 9am-10pm at Lake Martin! Cost is $20 plus bring money for lunch 

and supper. Stopping at Wal Mart on the way there for you to buy your microwaveable/refrigerated lunch and 

supper.   

 

Summer Phone Phast is Thursday and Phriday, June 1st and 2nd! At Seven Oaks Plantation. Yes, we are putting are 

phones up for 36 hours and raising money for an organization called A Hero. Wounded war veterans.  We will be doing 

community service projects these two days plus having a lot of phun together and doing some good cooking out and 

eating together! Meet at the church at 10am on Thursday morning, June 1st and we will return at 10pm on Phriday night, 

June 2nd. You must raise at least $60 to participate in this event. Start asking and raising money now for this great 

cause!  

 

 

 

Memorials 
Gifts have been given in memory of: 

Betty Broach by Mary Carol Hitchcock 

Warner Williams by Peter & Susan Elliott 

 

Honorarium  

A gift has been given to the Prison Ministry in honor of 

Sara Nan Levins by Terri & Craig Holley. 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 



    

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 òPainting a conference room with a sloped 30õ ceiling; shoveling gravel in wheelbarrows 

and transporting it to unreachable places; creating flower beds; weed -eating; baling 

hay; repairing a b arbed -wire fence along the creek; digging irises from the marsh i n 

the cow pasture and transplanting them in the filtration ponds; feeding the livestock; 

washing dishes in the cafeteria; and what ever else Jerry & Tim  can think of!!!ó  
 

This year the youth would like to take gift bags to the staff (males & females) and they 

invite you to help them with this!!!  They will be collecting items such as:  shampoo, 

conditioner, body wash, soap, razors, shave cream, toothbrushes, toothpaste, hair brushes & 

combs, deodorant, nail files, nail clippers, nail polish & remover.  You may bring these to 

church office or place them on the table located on the first-floor hallway.  The youth will 

also accept monetary donations if you prefer to help in that way.  You may call Beverly 

(745-7604) if you need more information. 

Henderson Settlement  

 The FUMC Youth will be heading to their 

annual summer mission work camp @ 

Henderson Settlement in Frakes, Kentucky, 

June 4 through June 10!!! 

They stay on the campus to help the staff with 

projects that need to be done such as:  
 



PRAYER CONCERNS (as of Friday, May 19th) 
EAMC: Stanley Melton  

 

Arbor Springs Rehab: Elois Duncan (Susan Elliottôs mother)   

 

MD Anderson (TX): Laurel Blackwell 

 

Home:  Mary Alexander (friend of John & Carol Askew); Barbara Allen; Cole Ashley & family (a Sonshne Preschool 

family); Cliff Bufford (friend of Sam Bailey); Kris & Marlo Burdette & family; Cindy Crim Cannon; Bette Corley 

(Nann Ogletreeôs mother); Betty Cummings; Catherine Davis; Jennifer & Reese Dunn (friends of Tucker & Amanda 

Boswell); Wanda Edwards; Shirley Flora; Cathy Gafford; Justin Halley (son of Pam & Jim Hope); Joe Harrington; 

Camp Hendrix (Erik & Drew Speakmanôs nephew); Lilli Jackson; Pat Kelley; Pam Lamar (friend of Jamie Crews); 

Betty Lawrence; Kenney Luckie; Bill Meadows; Doug Mitchell (Beverly Marlettôs father); Jordan Sims (Tonya Hollisô 

brother-in-law); Fran Smith; Cyndi Smith (friend of Leigh Bass); Theron Sorrell (Jake Thompsonôs grandfather); 

Dave Snyder; Earl Sumners;  Ileta Sumners (Arbor Springs); Cynthia Wacker; Willie Waldrop; Quinton & Merle 

Walton; Diane Yockactonis; Kenny Young 
  
Out of Town: Bob Bowen (Julia Moremanôs brother-in-law); Shirley Brown (Ginger Perkinsô sister-in-law); Sally 

Buck (Billy Ogletreeôs mother); Cody Burns & family (Lynn Harringtonôs nephew); Kay Clark (Connie Carverôs 

sister); Gail Colvin (cousin of Bobbie Hamilton, Becky Saggus, Fran Smith); Shannon Cook (friend of Earle & Kenny 

Wilkes); Frank Cox (nephew of Albert & Mary Rose Smith & cousin of Julia Stutts); Scott & Christy Ellis (friends of 

Rick Lane); Bill & Anita Finck (Macy Finckôs grandparents); Kristin Garriga (Shirley Floraôs niece); Barbara Hartley 

(Marrell Hartleyôs mother); Sam Hayes, Jr. (Sharon & Ron Rooksôs grandson); Es Kimbrell (Anne Whittelseyôs 

mother); Pete Maffel (friend of Michael & Leigh Bass); Bob Miller (Sam Baileyôs brother-in-law); Kelly Oliver (Lynn 

Harringtonôs niece); Sherry Parrish (Meg Branchôs step-mother); Mary Pugh (Tom Pughôs mother); Lauren  Ragsdale 

(Michael Bassôs sister); Marian Rogers (Emily Finckôs grandmother); Jim Royal (Kevin Royalôs father); Jackie Spann 

(Terri Knightôs sister); Rick Vetra (Karen Bushôs cousin); Romilda Westenhofer  (Macy Finckôs grandmother) 
  
Military: Beau Carroll (friend of the Perkins); Michael Fischer, T J Fischer, & Frank Rielly (friends of Phyllis & Jim 

Mayfield); Robert Groszmann (Bob Ingramôs nephew); Garrett Guess  (Becky Baileyôs nephew); Chandler Guy (son 

of Michael & Belva Guy, grandson of Johnny Waldrop & Jane Guy); Samuel Hayes (Sharon & Ron Rooksôs son-in-

law); Derrick Oliver (Shey Knightôs nephew); Alex Pendergraph (Janet Taylorôs grandson); Jacob Ramus (Phyllis & 

Jim Mayfieldôs son-in-law);  Kennard R. Smith (friend of Anne & Sheldon Whittelsey); Ronnie Snyder (Arden & Dave 

Snyderôs grandson); Bubba Sumrall; Jim Whaley (Beverly Collinsôs grandson) 
  
Missionaries:    Orphanage Emmanuel:  Burrows family; Rachel Canada 

 Tennessee Ranch for Troubled Teens: John & Yenni Perez 

 India Missionary:  Daniel Sandeep 
 

 

Christian Sympathy. . . 

. . .is extended to Sunny & Benny Hahn and all of the family upon the death of their 7-week-old great niece, Vivian 

Shim, of Chicago, IL. 

 

. . .is extended to Mary Rose & Albert Smith; Julia & Lee Stutts and all of the family upon the death of Mary Roseôs 

brother, John Byron Smith, of Dadeville, AL. 

 


